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Ecology Notes

· Ecology is the ___________________ of _____________________.  Your textbook defines ecology as the study of the interactions between organisms and their environments.
· The average number of organisms that can be sustained in an ecosystem is known as __________________________.

· Food, water, and shelter are known as ____________________________. These are just a few examples of abiotic and biotic factors that restrict the existence, numbers, reproduction or distribution of organisms.

· ______________________ is the ability of a population to withstand fluctuations of biotic and abiotic factors.

· Abiotic – All of the _________________ elements in an ecosystem like air, water, and temperature

· Biotic – All of the ____________________ elements in an ecosystem like _______________________________________________________________________.
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· _____________________ is the number and variety of organisms found within a specified geographic region.
· __________ is when a species is no longer in existence.

· Endangered means a species is in danger of _________________ throughout all or a significant portion of its range.

· ____________________________is the development of _____________ communities in a previously uninhabited and barren habitat with little or no soil.  
· __________________________ succession is the reestablishment of a community that has been destroyed by a natural disaster.

· The first group of organisms to arrive after the devastation of an ecosystem is typically the ________________.  These would be known as the _________________________.

· ______________________ is a stable mature community which has reached equilibrium after having evolved through stages and adapted to its environment.
· Food Chain – A _______________ including the organisms and their food source.

· Food Web – ______________ chains assembled into one large web. 

· Food Pyramid – A food chain that shows the number of organisms in each trophic level based on the amount of ______________ produced.






