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Building a Bibliography, MLA Style 

Carroll High School Library

Mrs. Wilson, Librarian

Let’s suppose I am constructing a research paper on multicultural authors.  I have compiled many sources, both print and electronic. The following guide demonstrates how to put all those resources into a proper MLA format that your teacher will love to grade. 

Hint #1.  Alphabetize the entire list.

Hint #2.  Double space each entry and the whole list.  To avoid automatic underlining of hyperlinks, go to Tools, Autocorrect, Autoformat As You Type; then uncheck Internet & Network Paths With Hyperlinks.

Hint #3.  On the second line of every entry, tab in 0.5”- that is called a “hanging indent.”  Typing Clue: Type whole entry.  Then go to Tools, Options, Edit; Next uncheck “Tabs and Backspace Set Left Indent.”  The second line of the entry may then be indented by hitting the Tab key one time.

Hint #4.  Construct your Works Cited list before you write the final draft of your paper so you

  know what to use for parenthetical references within the paper.


One author -   

Hickam, Homer. Sky of Stone: A Memoir. New York: Delacorte Press, 2001.

Porter, A.P. jump at de sun: The Story of Zora Neale Hurston. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda, Inc.,

1992.

Two authors - 

Blue, Rose and Corrine J. Naden. Punishment and Rehabilitation. Philadelphia: Chelsea House

Publishers, 2001.

Three authors - 

Nash, Gary B., Charlotte Crabtree, and Ross E. Dunn. History on Trial: Culture Wars and the

Teaching of the Past. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1999.

More than three authors - 

Quirk, Randolph, et al. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language. London: 

Longman, 1985.

One editor, no author - 

Bloom, Harold, ed. Modern Critical Views: Edgar Allan Poe. New York: Chelsea House 

Publishers, 1985.

No author or editor - 

Pursuit of Excellence: The Olympic Story. Danbury, Connecticut: Grolier Enterprises, Inc., 

1979. 


General encyclopedia - 

Article with no author:

“Kavala.” Encyclopedia Britannica: Micropaedia. 15th ed. 1994.

Article with an author listed:

Barry, Roger D. “Resin.”  The World Book Encyclopedia. 1997 ed.

Anonymous book- no author or editor

Encyclopedia of Virginia.  New York: Somerset, 1993.

Multi-volume reference book with an author - 

“Beatrix Potter.”  Encyclopedia of World Biography. Ed. Paula K. Byers. Supplement Vol. 18. 

Detroit: Gale, 1999. 326-28.

Religious writings -  

Holy Bible: New International Version. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984.

Multi-volume reference book with an editor - 

  “Clement Attlee.”  Biographical Encyclopedia of 20th Century World 

Leaders. Ed. John Powell. Vol. 1. New York: Marshall Cavendish, 2000. 72-75.


Poem-

Donne, John. “The Sun Rising.”  The Top 500 Poems. Columbia Anthology.  Ed. William 

Harmon. New York:  Columbia University Press, 1992. 131.

Essay-

Brooks, Bruce. “The Century Babies Became Pros.”  The Century That Was. Ed. 

James Cross Giblin. New York: Atheneum Books, 2000. 70-78.

Short story-

Kerr, M.E.  “I’ve Got Gloria.”  No easy answers: Short Stories About Teenagers Making Tough 

Choices.  Ed. Donald R. Gallo. New York: Delacorte Press, 1997. 67-76.


Magazine- 

Bernstein, Paula. “Wrongfully Convicted: Barry Scheck Uses DNA to Set the Innocent Free.”

Biography. December 2003.  74-77.

Newspaper - 
For a newspaper article, cite the author and title of the article, the name and special edition of the paper, the date of publication, and the section of the newspaper and page of the article- A5, B2, C4, etc. Because articles often are not on consecutive pages, just put the page it begins on and then “+” to indicate it is continued on another page.
Moritsugu, Ken. “Deficit in Medicare Expected This Year.” Fort Worth Star-Telegram

24 March 2004, Northeast Tarrant ed.: A1+.

Interview published in the media-

Breslin, Jimmy. Interview with Neal Conan. Talk of the Nation. Nat’l. Public Radio. WBUR, 

Boston. 26 Mar. 2002.

Personal interview, unpublished - 

Crowe, Russell. Personal interview. 24 Mar. 2004.

Rowling, J.K. E-mail interview. 15-20 July 2003.

Published letter in a book-

Black, Jack. “To Jim Carrey.” 15 May 2003. Letter 25 of  The Letters of Famous Comedians. 

Ed. Judy Hall. Dallas: WOW Publishing, 2000. 31-33.

Unpublished letter-

Stiller, Ben. Letter to the author. 3 Jan. 2004.


Photo from a book-

McCurry, Steve.  Kuwait 1991. National Geographic: The Photographs. By Leah Bendavid-Val. 

Willard, Ohio: National Geographic Society Book Division. 4.

Work of art from a book-

Bruegel, Pieter. Three Heads. Royal Museum of Art, Copenhagen. Pieter Bruegel the Elder.

By Wolfgang Stechow. New York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc., 1990. Figure 47.

Work of art online-

Bruegel, Pieter. The Beggars. 1568. Musée du Lourvre, Paris. 25 Mar. 2004. 

< http://gallery.euroweb.hu/html/b/bruegel/pieter_e/painting/>.


Web site-

First look at the top and bottom of the web page for an author’s name. If there is none listed, start the citation with the title of the page. If this is not the home page, then you will need to add that information. You always need to put the date of publication if it is mentioned on the page, such as “last updated on March 15, 2001.” The date you accessed the page must always be included, because web content can change daily. The URL of the site goes in angle brackets at the end of the citation. Often the URLs are very long,  so just put the URL of the home page and “Path:” followed by the name of the link you followed off the homepage to get to the article or page. 

Gray, Terry A. “1599: The Great Globe.”  Mr. Shakespeare and the Internet. 1995-2003.  5 Jan. 

2004 <http://Shakespeare.palomar.edu/.> Path: A Shakespeare Timeline; 1599: The

 Great Globe.

Mabillard, Amanda. “Shakespeare of Stratford.” Shakespeare Online. 2000. 15 Jan. 2004. 

<http://www.shakespeare-online.com/biography>. 

“Renaissance.” The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 2001. 18 April 2004. 

< http://www.utm.edu/research/iep/r/renaiss.htm>. 

If you used the whole web site -

Victorian Women Writers Project. Ed. Perry Willett. May 2000. Indiana U. 26 June 2004.

< http://www.Indiana.edu/~letrs/vwwp/>. 


Reference books online- no author listed
“The Renaissance, 1350-1600.”  DISCovering World History. 2003. Student Resource Center. 
GaleGroup. Carroll High School Library, Southlake, TX. 25 April 2004 

<http://access.galegroup.com/tlc >.

Reference book- author listed

Bloom, Harold. “Biography of E.E. Cummings.” Bloom’s Major Poets: E.E. Cummings. 2003.

Literary Reference Center. EBSCO. Carroll High School Library, Southlake, TX. 14 Feb

2007
Newspaper article online-
Munroe, Tony. “The Registry to Acquire Renaissance.”  The Boston Herald. 21 May 1997.

Gale, 2003. Carroll High School Library, Southlake,TX.  Student Resource Center. 

13 April 2004 < http://accessgalegroup.com/tlc>.  

Magazine or journal article online-

Fitch, Stephanie. “DaVinci’s Fingerprints.” Forbes 172 (2003): 178. 

Student Resource Center. GaleGroup, 2003. Carroll High School Library,

Southlake, TX. 18 April 2004 < http://access.galegroup.com/tlc>.

E-mail - 

Give the name of the writer; the title of the message (if any), taken from the subject line and enclosed in quotation marks; a description that includes the recipient and the date of the message.

Adams, Amy. “Students Love Doing Research Papers.” Email to Judy Hall. 12 March 

2004.

Clooney, George. Email to the author. 15 July 2003.


Works Cited

Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. New York: The Modern 

Language Association of America, 2003.

Hacker, Diana. A Writer’s Reference. 5th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003.

Mabillard, Amanda. “Shakespeare of Stratford.” Shakespeare Online. 2000. 15 Jan. 2004 

<http://www.shakespeare-online.com/biography>. 

“The Renaissance, 1350-1600.”  DISCovering World History. 2003. Student Resource Center. 

GaleGroup. Carroll High School Library,  Southlake, TX. 25 April 2004. 

Victorian Women Writers Project. Ed. Perry Willett. May 2000. Indiana U. 26 June 2004

< http://www.Indiana.edu/~letrs/vwwp/>. 
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Articles from Subscription Databases such as Gale, Elibrary
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